
H GOOD-BV!
WELCOME, 111!

Farewell to the Old Year and
Greeting to the New by

Horns and Bells.
Enormous Crowds Hear the

Chimes of Trinity and
Grace Church.

Police Drew a Dead Line Downtgyvn
Against Noise-Producers, but It

Was Not Needed.

rtORNS SILENT WHILE OWNERS SANG.

Much Fun and Tumult at Midnight, but
Everywhere the Crowds Were Orderly

and Nof Unduly Boisterous
in Their Fun-Making.

Charles Lamb said the arrival of the

year always found him sad. He con-

*up matters In the year past to be

ed, and found himself wondering if

ar to come would prove so utterly
'.factory. Lamb was a bookkeeper
.ouldy old London commercial house,

perhaps the thought of so many annual

ports to be gotten up, so many long
iines of figures to be footed, may have had
a depressing effect. Toward the close of
nis business career he was frightened by
the suggestion that he might make a blun¬

ter, but after the day he was sent home
vith the first instalment of a life pension
n his pocket there Is no record that he

approached the new year with sensatinns
f gloom.
Most certainly the average person does

not. There is a certain mentality that
sees sadness in all anniversaries. There
3 in every neighborhood the man who
ould be moved to tears were the thought
» come suddenly over him: "Ah, me; this
the last time I shall ever wear this
iitcap until it has passed through the

-le! I may never wear it again, for
j an uncertain world."

iC average American has no particular
ie for things of the past. He lives in the

future, spends the money he hopes to
make in February, and the largest day in
is calendar is pay day. So he approaches
e new year as the gentleman of the road
>es the fat-pursed stranger. He goes up
Father Time, admires hi3 scythe, and

tally calculates what it would be
i to give +*>e old chap a tip os- _~,e

The/"modern
<»i*ca-u goes at u^e glau year with
Ish horn, and with all .e unearthly
ting he has done in the past it is a

andef that nearly two thousand of these
ddy anniveisaries have dared to arrive.
At midnight New Yorkers rent th$ am-

bient air with notes of discord; jet they
were not unhappy, not depressed. The
chimes in steeples rang out the olc\ rang
in the new, and so the year of grace, 1895,
was ended and the year of hope, 18S6, was

begun.

SONGS AT OLD TRINITY.
Thousands Hear Chimes, Join Voices to

the Bells and Raise a Great
Tumult at Midnight.

It takes a far better police force than
New York possesses at present to quench
the wild exuberance of spirit which young
America experiences annually at the dying
of the year. Policemen may succeed in
enforcing the Excise reforms, but no
amount of blue cloth and brass buttons
can still the voice of youth when the
twelve strokes are sounded. A police dead
line Is merely a hollow mockery.a little
comedy which Mulberry street provides for
its admirers every year, knowing well
that it cuts no grass on the lawn of the
boy and his best girl.
Groans and hisses are generally the adieu

which the old year receives in the vicin¬
ity of Trinity Church just before mid¬
night of every December 31, and the blare
of horns and the shouts of thousands is the
welcoming which the infant year receives
from a multitude of throats.
And it was to prevent the fulfillment of

this custom of two hundred and fifty yearsthat President Roosevelt, of the Police
Board, ordered one hundred policemen to
the neighborhood of Trinity Church last
night. Four years ago the Rev. MorganDix.himself one of the best Americans
that ever lived.decided that Trinitychimes must not welcome a new year, be¬
cause small boys drowned the melody of
their music with discordant sounds. 'But
when Dr. Dix. stationed as he was in the
belfry of the church, gazing down upon the
cohorts of disappointed men and women,
boys and girls, as they walked sadly away,
said to himself: "This must never be
again," and he is quoted as having turned
to the chlmist and remarked: "Hang the
police!"
So the chimes of "dear old Trinity" rang

out last night; rang out their message of
gladness; rang out to the thousands in the
street below a message of "Peace on earth,
good will to men."
And when, at 11:30 o'clock, Albert Mes-

lahn, Jr., struck the first notes of Dr.
Hodges's "Evening Bells," more than one
hat was lifted and more than one shrill,
girlish voice was stilled. What need of
locusts and a Roosevelt police line, when
human hearts felt the soothing delight of
harmony?

It was a reverent crowd that was packed
in Rector street, in Broadway and in Wall
street, and it evidenced that reverence
when the dear old hymns which mean
much even to those who have grown away
from church influences, were heard. But
nothing could check the enthusiasm at mid¬
night.
"Massa's in the Cold, Cold Ground," the

bells sang, and groups of young men and
women sang with the bells. There were
hoarse voices, to which tune was as un¬
known as melody to the fish horns that
mocked them. There were shrill voices of
girls which had nothing to do with time
and ran so far ahead or the bells that the
singers sang most of the mournful old song
twice and then finished too soon.
was, but here and there a sweet, true voice
stilled a circle of horns, and kept time
with the jerky bells.

All this was gone in the crash which
drowned the belis as the hands on the
many-faced Trinity clock stodd at 12. The
oue was "Make as loud a noise as you
can." If horn was wanting, what were
throats made for but to yell? And when in
a moment of exhaustion and stillness the
sound of whistles and bells came from
afar in great tumult, the crowd yelled it¬
self hoarse, as if in hope that noise-makers
elsewhere might hear them.
Then 10.000 voices joined the chorus

which Trinity's bells were leading:
TIpaise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise tTlni above, ye heavenly hosts;
Pralst Father, Son and Holy Ghoet.
There wcs-no-sound 8f haras then. There

was nothing but the echo of God's sub-
limest song,' and as it hung in the air
throbbing, pulsating Broadway was still.
Thus the night passed.
Popular songs were played, and the

crowd applauded. "Minstrel Boy," "Red,
White and Blue," "See, the Conquering
Hero oCmes," "The Harp That Once
Thro' Tara's Halls," "Old Polks at Home,"

"Comin' Through the Rye," "Child of the
Regiment," "My Maryland," "Killarney"
and "Home, Sweet Home" were played,
and at 12:30 the great throng had dis¬
persed.
An so, in deepest respect to the Police

oBard, what need had you of your one hun¬
dred policemen?

GLAD GRACE CHIMES.
Mrs. Tomas Played the Bells by Electricity

in the Afternoon and Again
at Midnight.

Grace Church chimes began at 4:30 p. m.

yesterday, and thousands who have passed
that time In life when yelling at midnight
is fun, compensating all the ills that may
follow, heard the music with pleasure.
In a little room 6x3 feet at the base of

the church tower sat Miss Bertha Tomass.
Before her was a simple keyboard, an oc¬

tave and a half long. The keys are con¬

nected electrically with the bells high up
in the tower, so that a simple touch will
set the great masses of metal singing.
From the tower where a telephone trans¬
mitter is set an 'phone at the players ear

the song of the bells is conveyed, by wire,
enabling her to keep in perfect touch with
her own music.
Miss Toinass has played those bells thus

since 1892, and she won such music from
them at night that an enormous crowd
gathered in Broadway and Tenth street
and another crowd in Fourth avenue heard
the melodies. The night chimes did not be¬
gin until 11:15, and the first number was

the sweet old hymn, "A Few More Years
Shall Roll."
The horn contingent arrived about half

an hour later, and drowned the first notes
of "Nearer, My God, to Thee," which
greeted the new year. But when some Sal¬
vationists. coming from an early closed-
watch meeting, joined their voices to the
bells, hundreds in the Broadway crowd
joined them, and, though the singers were

short on words and long in metre, they
somehow managed to keep the tune going,
and got almost as much fun out of sing¬
ing as they expected to get out of shout¬
ing
Fifteen numbers followed, all beautifully

played and occupying over an hour in their
rendition.

A TENDERLOIN WELCOME.

Unprecedented Quiet Before Midnight,
and Then Such Noise as Kept

Police on Reserve.

Not since the Tenderloin was named has

New Year's night been soquiet as last

night was before 12 o'clock. Saloons were

deserted, hotel lobbies quiet as on Sunday
morning, and cabbies were so gloomy a

stranger would have thought a new Park-
hurst had come to town. There was some

noise in the music halls, where horn
blowers guyed performers an dtooted tenta¬

tively.
Toward midnight the noise Increased,

and before the bells and whistles announced
1896 the fully aroused contingent of noise
makers had taken possession of Broadway.
Men inall conditions of sobriety shouted,

yelled, fired revolvers, tooted horns and
fought. The tumult Mras prevalent every¬
where and was continued until early in
the morning. Many young girls and women
mingled in the surging mobs.
Captain Pickett, of the West Thirtieth

Street Station, ordered one section of his
force on reserve at the station house. Ser¬
geant Halpin was in plain clothes at
Broadway and Thirtieth street last night
about 9 o'clock, when two young men
rolled up to hirrf and blew their horns
under his nose. They were surprised when
he arrested them, but were released at the
station house, after a reprimand.
Every hall in the Tenderloin was the

scene of gaiety, and the streets were
crowded as late as 2 a. m. this morning
with shrieking youths and girls.

ANNEXED POSTAL SERVICE.

Carriers and Stations Given to New Terri¬
tory with the New Year.

To-day the post offices in the newly an¬

nexed district become branch stations of the
New York Post Office, and to-morrow at
7 o'clock in the morning the first deliv¬
ery of letters by carriers will be made.
Three stations and two sub-stations

have been established.
Station N on White Plains avenue, near

Olive avenue, Wiiliamsbridge.
Station X on Main street, West Chester.
Station Z on City Island.
A sub-station, known as No. 38, will be at

Unionport, and another, No. 39, at Wakefield.
These sub-stations will be for the sale of
stamps and registering letters and money
orders. The Unionport sub-station will be
in charge of Mrs. Mary J. Connolly, and
William D. Miller will be at the Wake¬
field sub-station.
John Knewitz, who succeeded his sister,

Mrs. Heilman, as postmaster at Williams-
bridge, will be superintendent of Station N
there. Francis J. Menzies ceases to be
postmaster at West Chester and becomes
superintendent of the station there, and
Alfred L. Horton is chief clerk of the
City Island station.
There will be three deliveries and col¬

lections daily.the first commencing at 7.10
a. m., the second at 2 p. m., and the third
at about 4:15 p. m. Twelve letter car¬
riers have been assigned to the district.

Account Commissioners Busy.
In the annual report of the Commis¬

sioners of Accounts, completed yesterday,
reference is made to discoveries of extrav¬
agance in the purchase of supplies, which
has been reported at other times. The
commissioners are now engaged on the
Department of I'ublic Works, Public Ad¬
ministrator's office, street railways which
are required to pay the city percentages
of earnings, and the affairs of the towns
and villages annexed last June.

The Birth of 1896 Below the Chimes of Old Trinity Church.
such a blare of horns rose from lower Broadway that those nearest the church tower coul ote of tV be'

; at their loudest. The thousands who were without horns cheered, and other thousands 1

_ (Sketched by a Journal etaff artiste)

FOUR H10RED COT 0OWI,
Army of Spaniards Slaughtered

at Al Tiempo and One In¬
surgent Killed.

Disease and Bungling Medical Stu¬
dents Help to Deplete General

Campos's Troops.
WOUNDED POISONED ON THE FIELD.

Major Polomino Arrives in New York and
Gives Details of a Rece/it Battle In

Cuba.Dr. Antigas's Story of
Hospital Suffering.

Major Jesus Castro Polommo, of the Cu¬
ban insurgent army, who arrived in New
York last Monday, accompanied by Dr.
Juan Antigas, gave a graphic description
yesterday of a fierce battle between the
opposing forces, which occurred on Decem¬
ber 17, in Santa- Clara. It resulted In
heavy losses to the Spaniards.
Major Polomino also told of the relative

positions of the Spanish and Cuban troops,
and of the status of the revolt at the time
he left the island.

CITIES CHANGE MAYORS,
Schieren in Brooklyn and San-

ford in Long Island City
Go Out To-day,

And Frederick W. Wurster and Patrick
J. Gleason Assume the Powers

and Duties of Office.

RECEPTION IN THE CITY OF CHURCHES

A Big Parade of the Legion Further Up the
River in Which the Figurative Battle-

Axe Will Be Conspicuously
Displayed.

The last day of Charles A. Schieren's
reign as Mayor of Brooklyn closed at mid¬
night last night, and at noon to-day he
will relinquish the office to his successor,
Frederick W. Wurster. Mayor Schieren's
last act was the burning of the cancelled
bonds of the city, which event took place
in the City Hall during the afternoon.
Mayor Schieren seemed pleased at the

termination of his labors, and also with
the record of his administration. Before
leaving his office yesterday he said:

Miss Bertha Tomass.
bell ringer of Grace Church, whose chiming in of the new year thousands
.

en'joyelT i!T the'lffiiriterf
(Drawn by a Journal staff artist.)

Major Polomino Joined the insurgent
forces on February 24 last, and for the first
five months he served as captain and first
aid on the staff of General Antonio Maceo.
In July he was transferred to the staff of
General Jesus Itabbi, who commands a

regiment of cavalry.
General Itabbi was in Manzanilla when

Major Polomino left the field on December
14 to carry a message to General Maximo
Gomez, the Cuban commander-in-chief,
then in Santa Clara. The Major arrived at
time to witness the fight of the 17th, at
A1 Siempo, not far from Colon, between
the vanguard of Gomez, some four hundred
In number, and 1,600 Spanish troops, un¬
der Colonel Arizon.
Major Polomino, who speaks no English,

said through an interpreter:
"General Gomez knew this force had

been sent against him, and he sent, on his
vanguard to meet it in the open field. The
Spaniards opened lire at long range, but the
Cubans reserved theirs, and then, after the
first volley, they charged and attacked the
Spaniards with machettes. The Spaniards
had no time to form a hollow square, for
the Cubans were upon them too quickly,
and a fierce hand-to-hand struggle followed.
The Spanish soldiers, many of them mere

striplings, were hewed down before the
strokes of the desperate insurgents, and
finally Colonel Arlzou's men turned and
fled in confusion, leaving between three
hundred and four hundred killed and
wounded on the field.

ONLY ONE INSURGENT LOST.
"The entire engagement lasted only an

hour and a balf, and incredible as it may
seem, the Cubans lost only one man. a

colored lieutenant. Two companies be¬
longing to Colonel Arazou's regiment could
not be found after the fight. They had be¬
come scattered In the retreat. It was an
utter rout for the Spaniards.
"The Cubans captured 26,000 cartridges,

loaded on mules, and, of course, took all the
rifles and ammunition found on the killed
and wounded. General Gomez, who was
coming up with the main body of his troops,
when he heard how the battle had turned,
said, 'Well, let them go,' and then he en¬

tered a house and sat down to lunch. Sev¬
eral captains, a lieutenant-colonel and a sur¬

geon were among the Spanish slain.
"That same day a bridge just outside of

the fortified village of Hormiguero was
wrecked, and early the next morning a gang
of laborers was sent, under a Spanish mili¬
tary gtoard, to repair It. Some of Gomez's
men had been watching the broken bridge,
and when these troops were seen by the
Spanish guard the members of it hurried
back into the fort and the laborers followed.
"At this time General Gomez had 12.000

men under his immediate command. Gen¬
eral Martinez Campos was then in Clen-
fuegos at the Hotel Union, and as soon as
he heard of the engagement of A1 Tiempo
he went to Batabano by steamer and then
by rail to Colon, where he massed as
many troops as possible."
"What Is Campos's strength?" was

CA3IPOS HAS 50,000 MEN.
"Altogether General Campos has prob¬

ably 50,000 men, but they are somewhat
scattered. I suppose he may have 85,000
In Santa Clara province. Campos has
known of General Gomez's movements all
along. The reports that Gomez has* evaded
battle at any time are untrue. General
Gomez has made an advance and waited
for attack. When none came he made an¬
other advance, and sq he has continued to
do throughout his long marches. Campos
has not once shown an inclination to meet
these advances. His entire action has
been simply to attract General Gomez's
attention from one place to another by
feints whenever Campos desired to send
a convoy through. In this way he has
succeeded in getting General Gomez's
troops at times out of the way of convoy*
which would otherwise have fallen into
the hands of the Cubans.
"As to the battles, General Campos has

avoided them. It is not true, either, that
Campos is stationing troops and simply
waiting to set a trap for General Gomez.
Campos acts from day to day on the de¬
fensive and as his Information dictates
best.
"The £act is that many of the Spanish

soldiers are mere boys, from sixteen to
nineteen years old, and Campos is afraid
to risk an open battle with Gomez's sea¬
soned veterans. I have seen som« of the
Spml.

* vho landed In Ha na, and
mm* to the! carters
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"I leave off in good health after two
years of arduous work. I am satisfied. I
have not worked in vain. I think I leave
the affairs of the city in better condition
than I found them. Every department is
on a sound business basis, and economy is
practised consistent with the necessities
of the city. I firmly believe Brooklyn has
a prosperous future before her, although
some men take a pessimistic view of
things. We are ,$3,000,000 inside the debt
limit, but we have also, outside the new

bridge, completed many contracts, and
during my term old contracts amounting
to $3,000,000. We were hardly $1,000,000
within the debt limit whfn I started. If
business should become more prosperous
then real estate would be more in demand,
and the increase in assessed valuation
would necessarily follow, so that Mayor
Wurster will have a good margin to work
on. During my term I have received
courteous treatment from every one with
whom I came in contact, officially or other¬
wise, especially the officials in the city and
county, for which 1 wish to tender my
sincere thanks. I retire from public life
with a feeling that I have made many
friends and added very much to my knowl¬
edge of public affairs. I fthall continue, as
a citizen, to tnke part in all political af¬
fairs, especially with the Republican
party. I shall continue to work for good
government and pure politics, and I want
to urg<> on every citizen the necessity of
using his best efforts to bring about that
result. It is the plain duty of every citi¬
zen who loves his city and his country.
"The Greater New York bill, now

prominent before the people," continued
the Mayor, "casts a shadow over our fair
city. I firmly believe and hope that the
next Legislature will consider the Inter-

ests of Brooklyn and not take hasty action
in such an important matter."

SCHIEREN AND CABINET.
During the early afternoon Mayor Schler-

en and the members of his Cabinet were

photographed, and the latter were then en¬
tertained at dinner at the Hamilton Club
by the Mayor. Mayor-elect Wurster was a

guest.
Mr. Wurster will be at the City Hall

at 11 o'clock this morning, to be formally
installed, and will then receive all who
wish to call upon him. It was expected
that he would announce the names of his
Cabinet members yesterday, but ho de¬
clined to do so until to-day. He will set¬
tle down to business immediately after
the conclusion of his reception.
Foster L. Backus will receive his friends

in the District-Attorney's office from 10
o'clock until noon to-day, while Judge Neu
will entertain his friends in the courtroom
in the City Hall.
The consolidation of the city and county

will not take effect to-day, as was ex¬

pected. but will be deferred until to-mor¬
row. This was so decided by Corporation
Counsel McDonald. The law on this sub¬
ject says that the "County of Kings and
the city of Brooklyn shall from and after
the first day of January, 1896, be one body,
corporate and politic, by the name of
the City of Brooklyn."

CHANGES AFTER JANUARY 1.

City Treasurer Keiley first raised the

question. He examined the Consolidation
act thoroughly, and concluded that the du¬
ties of his office would not devolve upon
the County Treasurer until from and after

January 1. He accordingly consulted the

Corporation Counsel, who sustained his in¬
terpretation of the act.
The interest on the city debt is due and

pavablo on January 1, the amount to be
paid being $1,327,690.25.
The big fire alarm bell in the oid B lat-

bush Town Hall tower was rung for the
last time at midnight last night. As soon
as practicable it will be taken down find
melted and moulded into souvenirs for the
members of the Flatbush Firemen s Asso¬
ciation. The bell, which is composed of sil¬
ver and brass, was hung in 1893 and cost
nearly $1,000. It is the property of the
Flatbush Firemen's Association, which will
disband within a few days and be suc¬
ceeded by a paid department.

GLEASON'S GLEAMING AXE.
The Mayoralty inauguration in Long

Island City to-day is to be made memorable
by a parade, in which the figurative
battle axe will be a conspicuous feature.
At 10 o'clock the various regiments of
the Gleason Legion, representing all the
wards of the city, will assemble in front
of Miller's Hotel. With them will be a num¬
ber of school children, led by the uni¬
formed drum corns of the Third Ward
School. School teachers will have charge
of the tots and marshal them in com¬

panies.
A peculiar section of the parade will con¬

sist of a party of fifty of the "old boys"
of the city, each of whom will wear an

antique tall hat, made about the period
when the Mayor-elect was in his teens.
A cavalier, dressed in the costume of the
fourteenth century and carrying the axe
of a headsman, will command the com¬
pany. Bands of music will march with the
cohorts.
At 10:15 o'clock Patrick J. Gleason will

head the procession in his carriage, and
will then proceed to the City Hall to be
sworn into office as Mayor, and to receive
the seals of ollice from Mayor Sanford.
En route the children will sing and a thou¬
sand axes will testify to the fighting loy¬
alty of the legion. After the formal cere¬
monies are over Mayor Gleason will hold
an informal reception in the Mayor's office.
He will also make a speech of thanks to
his friends who helped him to down the
sturdy Jeffersonians.

CLEARING OUT THE OFFICE.
Mr. Sanford has removed his chairs and

desks, byt has left Mr. Gleason the carpet
on the floor, a luxury he has indulged in at
his own expense. The carpet has been in
use three years, and is now almost devoid
of color and pattern, but Mr. Gleason
thinks it is yet capable of some service.
Mr. Sanford will also turn over to his

successor several holdover heads of de-
moments. Ml; Gleason says he will
not keep.""' Jie has, it Is said, Stfreuajr
lected a cabinet, although he stated last
night that he would not make an appoint¬
ment for a week to come, with the excep¬
tion of giving I'hilip Coft'ey the position of
private secretary. Rumor has it that he
will appoint Edward J. Ivnauer Corporation
Counsel, Thomas McGraw City Clerk, John
W. Moore Commissioner of Public Works,
James Davren president of the Board of
Assessors, Thomas Burke counsel to the
boards of Health and Excise, Dr P. J-
McKowii Health Officer and Michael Calla¬
han Health Commissioner.
The old Police Board, determined to

hamper Gleason as much as possible, ap¬
pointed seven new patrolmen yesterday
and promoted Philip Dunn, who was made
a sergeant only three days ago, to be cap¬
tain. In any remarks Mayor Gleason may
make to-day he will not forget to mention
the old Police Board.

Mayor Gleason Took Forcible Pos¬
session of tli e City Hall at

Midnig'lit.
Mayor Gleason took possession of the

Long Island City Hall at midnight. When
he and his frlehds reached the hall they
found it locked, and the janitor refused to
allow them in at that hour. A mftn went
to the rear and entered through the win¬
dow. Then the front door was opened
and Gleason went to the Mayor's office
and an impromptu reception was held.

Too Weak to Grain
[Indianapolis Journal.]

Spain has nothing to fear from the Monro®
doctrine. There is no Immediate danger of her
extending her American possessions.

If Not Belligerents, What?
[Philadelphia Record.]

If the Cubans be not belligerents, the defini¬
tion of the state of belligerency ought to be
changed in the dictionaries.

How Bliss Tomass Rang: Gr . Church Bells.
keyboard is connect#'' electrically with t.'io bells in the tower, and a telephone

at the playe r kept her in touch with her ow'i music.
J by a Journal staff artist.)


